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Legal Update 
 

Cowell Homeowners Association, 

  

We are pleased to announce that Cowell Homeowners Association and Walnut Country Swim Team have resolved all 

issues related to the swim team’s use of the main swimming pool.  On October 23, 2019, both parties participated in 

court ordered mediation.  The Trial Court Judge had ordered the mediation in an attempt to resolve the matter in order 

to avoid a costly trial for both parties.  After thoughtful consideration of all the issues, the parties generally agreed as 

follows:   

 

(1) Cowell Homeowners Association has entered into a renewable three year lease with the Swim Team.  This 

lease agreement is similar to the agreement the Association currently has with the Preschool.  The cost to the 

Swim Team for renting the pool for summer practice and swim meets is based on the previous season’s fees and 

is structured similarly.  As part of the lease, the swim team will make a lane available during practice sessions to 

homeowners who wish to conduct lap swimming.  The child wading pool will also be available to residents for use 

during practice sessions.   

 

(2) Walnut Country Swim Team has established a separate legal entity to reduce any associated liability risk to the 

Association.  The Swim Team is now a non-profit business and is no longer a Committee of the Association.  They 

have their own tax ID and their funds have been transferred to their own bank account.   

 

(3) The Swim Team previously paid for their own liability insurance through the Association’s insurance broker.  

They will now carry their own policy and must provide proof of insurance to the Association.   

 

The Settlement Agreement was presented to the Trial Court Judge the first week of December.  The Judge approved 

and signed the Settlement.  Both lawsuits are now being dismissed from court as part of the Settlement.  The Board 

feels that the Settlement Agreement is in the best interest of the community.   

 

Our Attorney and the Attorney for our Insurance Company highly recommended this settlement.  Additionally, the Judge 

who oversaw the mediation warned the Board that the Association’s legal argument against the Swim Team was ques-

tionable and it was her opinion that there was a high probability that the Association would lose the case had the mat-

ter gone to trial.  Had that occurred, the Association would have been responsible for all legal fees for both parties.  At 

the conclusion of this matter, both involved parties have spent almost $300,000 in combined legal fees.  Had this 

matter proceeded to trial, the combined legal fees would have likely gone over half a million dollars.   

 

Our Association’s Directors and Officers Insurance Policy has covered all legal fees for the Association to date.  There 

will be no HOA Dues increase as a result of this legal matter. 

 

It is the hope of the Board that we can now move past this legal matter and the conflict of last summer and refocus on 

our Association and this wonderful neighborhood.   

 

Once our Attorney receives their official copy of the Settlement, a copy will be available in the Business Office for those 

who wish to view it.  It is our understanding that the Settlement will be available in January. 

 

Your Board of Directors 

VISIT US ONLINE! 
www.walnutcountry.com 



Additions & Remodels   
Kitchen & Bathroom  

Renovation 
Concrete Drives,  

Pool Decks & Patios 
Termite / Home  

Inspection Repairs  
Fire & Water Restoration 

 

BONDED & INSURED 
 

Frank Carrasco  
Bus: 925-446-7489 
Fax: 925-689-0822 

www.carrasco-const.com 
www.carrascoconstruction@diamon

dcertified.net 
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Treasurer’s Report  (Year To Date)    
BALANCE SHEET as of  October 31, 2019 

 

CARRASCO 
CONSTRUCTION 

 Quality * Satisfaction  

* Trust * 

Lic. #797947 

Current Assets      

 Cash Operating Acct.   $219,070   

 Cash Reserve Acct.    $2,166,302   

 Receivables   $18,352   

 Prepaid Expenses        $7,344   

TOTAL CURRENT     ASSETS  $2,392,070   

       

Current Liabilities & Capital      

 Liabilities   $108,115   

 Reserves   $2,166,302   

 Owner's Equity   $124,195   

 Income   ($243,575)   

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES & CAPITAL  $2,392,070   

       
       

Year-To-Date BUDGET REPORT    Actual 

      
(over)  

or under 

             Actual             Budget  Budget 

Total Revenues $1,186,423 $1,242,510 ($56,087) 

Operating Expenses      

 Payroll/Benefits/Taxes $116,306 $113,330 ($2,976) 

 Management Expenses $181,212 $165,710 ($15,502) 

 Office Equip/Supplies $33,938 $24,660 ($9,278) 

 Professional Services $212,601 $18,910 ($193,691) 

 Facilities Repair/Maint. $258,801 $226,940 ($31,861) 

 Insurance  $30,528 $49,320 $18,792 

 Security Expenses $34,861 $31,830 ($3,031) 

 Tax & Licenses  $14,944  $10,740  ($4,204) 

 Utilities  $154,075 $140,830 ($13,245) 

 Recreation  $29,509 $34,000 $4,491 

 Miscellaneous Expense $3,099  $3,330 $231 

 Capital Acquisitions  $2,200  $39,200  $37,000 

 WCST Expenses $99,154 $124,910 $25,756 

 Reserve Expenses  $258,770 $258,770 $0  

Total Operating Expense $1,429,998 $1,242,480 ($187,518) 

     

Net Income ($243,575) $30  ($243,605) 
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4498  LAWSON CT., CONCORD 

 The Crossings Business Office 

 925- 687-9961 

 businessoffice@walnutcountry.com 

 

President’s Corner – December 2019 
 

Hello Walnut Country, 

 

At our combined November and December Board of Directors Meeting, the Board filled the two vacant Director posi-

tions.  Five homeowners applied for the two positions.  Each applicant submitted a written application in November.  

Individual interviews were held during the open meeting.  After interviews, the Board voted and Peggy McCurdy and 

Ken Dixon were selected to fill the two open positions.  Peggy and her family have lived in the neighborhood for 28 

years.  Ken and his family have lived here for 39 years.  I would like to thank all five homeowners who applied for 

the open positions.  Welcome Peggy and Ken. 

 

Also at the meeting, Homeowners were able to meet and hear from our new General Manager, Bill Mazza.  Bill is 

now working out of the Business Office.  To reach the General Manager, you can use the same phone number and 

email address: 

 

(925) 687-9961 

Businessoffice@walnutcountry.com 

 

All Homeowners should have received a letter from Common Interest Management Services.  The letter of introduc-

tion explains the process for setting up your HOA Dues payment to our new property management company.  You 

will also receive a paper bill in the mail and can pay by check.  In order to give everyone time to get signed up for a 

new payment method, or to wait for the paper invoice later this month, no late fees will be assessed for the Decem-

ber payment.   

 

On Sunday December 8th, the Association hosted our annual Holiday Party.  Approximately a hundred homeowners 

attended.  Children were able to meet Santa and each child in attendance received a small gift.  Thanks to Board 

Director Rebecca D’Lima for planning and organizing! 

 

The Board wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season and a Happy New Year. 

 

Mike Kindorf 

President 

 
 
  

mailto:Businessoffice@walnutcountry.com
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Common Area News 
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 Clubhouse Office 

 925-825-0250 

 businessoffice@walnutcountry.com 

 

Walnut Country Book Club 
 

 

For more information about the Walnut  

Country Book Club go to:  

info@berkshire-books.com or call the 

Clubhouse at 925-825-0250.  
 

The following book has been chosen by 

Book Club members... 
 

Tuesday, December 17th: Good Omens By 

Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome new members to our bookclub. 

We read a wide variety of books. Come join 

the fun.  
 

ALL ARE WECOME TO JOIN US IN THE 

CLUBHOUSE @ 6:30PM  

 

Want to rent the Clubhouse?   

 

 

Rental rate is $350 for the lounge area (up to 8 hours).  

Game room is an additional $50 and use of the fully 

equipped downstairs kitchen is an additional $75.   
 

Conditions apply including: 
 

• Serving alcohol requires hiring and paying for a se-

curity officer. 

• Certificate of Insurance (COI) is required. 

• If you book a party you MUST be present during the 

entire party.  

• The resident who books the party is responsible for 

what takes place during the entire event. 
 

To reserve a date you must put down a $500 security/

cleaning deposit. 
 

All fees and paperwork are due at least two weeks pri-

or to your event.   
 

To reserve the Clubhouse, or for inquiries  

concerning renting the Clubhouse,  

please call:  925- 825-0250 

Or Email 

businessoffice@walnutcountry.com  

 

The Signal 
 

is delivered to 1062 homes  

in our development. 
  

Advertise your business in our newsletter!   

1/4 page ad = $95 per month 

1/8 page ad = $50 per month 

 Inserts = $75.00 per month + printer fees 
 

Call: (925) 925-687-9961  
for more information 

 

Important Telephone Numbers 
 

POLICE (Non Emergency) 925-671-3220 

First Security   877-900-1110 

CHOA Business Office  925-687-9961 

Clubhouse Office  925-825-0250 

CC Emergency Med Services 925-646-4690 

CC Water District  925-688-3158 

CCC Fire Protection District 925-941-3330 

CC Animal Services  Dept. 925-335-8300 

PGE- Electrical Outage  800-743-5002 

PGE- Gas   800-743-5000 

Concord Code Enforcement 925-671-3075 

Sgt. Summer Galer   925-671-5083  



New GM Update 

 
Hello Walnut Country residents! My name is Bill Mazza and I’m the new GM for your community. I’m very excited 

to be taking over this role and look forward to meeting you all! I was hired by Common Interest Management, the 

HOA management firm selected by your Board of Directors and started full time here on December 2nd. I have 

about six years of experience in the HOA industry and am eager to get up to speed and start working for and with 

your great community here.  

 

I’m in the Business Office from 9-5 so please feel free to drop by and say hi anytime! All contact information will 

remain the same—you can still reach us by email at businessoffice@walnutcountry.com or by phone at 925-687-

9961. My direct Common Interest email is bmazza@commoninterest.com should you prefer to reach me that 

way. I look forward to meeting and working with you all—those I’ve already spoken with have been very welcom-

ing and I’m excited for to all to come in 2020! 

 

Bill Mazza 

Cowell HOA General Manager 

Common Interest Management Services 
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Recreation, Preschool & Communications News 

2019 Holiday Party 

 
The Cowell HOA 2019 Holiday party was a great success! 

Thanks very much to Director Rebecca D’Lima for helping 

to organize the party. More than 100 residents attended 

and children were able to meet and take pictures with San-

ta. Thanks to all who attended!  

 

The HOA is always looking for volunteers who are interest-

ed in organizing or helping with future social activities. If 

you are willing to help out with any party or event in 2020, 

please contact the business office at 925-687-9961 or by 

email at businessoffice@walnutcountry.com. You can also 

reach out if you have any recommendations for future 

events or feedback from previous events.  

Friendly Reminders 
 

Street sweeping takes place every 4th Monday of each 

month. If you park on the street, please consider moving 

your car to the driveway or garage otherwise they will have 

to go around your parked car and miss sweeping the curb.  

 

All streets in the Crossings are public streets and subject 

to city and state vehicle codes. To report any vehicle in vio-

lation, please contact the city of Concord 

 



  Walnut Country Signal 
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Senior Potluck Group 
 

Cheers to the New Year.  Start the year right by 

joining old friends and new to celebrate 2020 in 

the Clubhouse on Wednesday, January 8th, at 

5:30. 
 

If you would like to attend as a first-time guest, 

call Ken Cellini, Leader, (925.798.7839) by Janu-

ary 3rd to reserve your spot, and get your food 

assignment. We would love to share your favorite 

recipe. 
 

New members are always welcome! 
 

See you Wednesday, January 8th. 
 

Next Potlucks are February 12th and March 11th  

Join The Architecture Committee 
 

We here in the Crossings are proud of the appear-

ance of not only our facilities, but of the hard work 

that our homeowners put into the outside of their 

homes to keep them looking maintained and beauti-

ful. This can only be done thanks to the volunteers 

on the association’s architecture committee, which is 

now looking for two new members!   

 

There are no pre-requisites besides being a home-

owner in the Crossings, in good standings with the 

association, and having a passion for keeping our 

neighborhood’s appearance top notch. Serving on 

the committee requires roughly 3 - 5 hours of time 

each month, including observing your assigned sec-

tor, using a provided tablet for submitting reports, 

and attending the monthly architecture committee 

meeting.  

 
This is a volunteer position with no compensation. If 

you are interested in joining, please call or email the 

business office: (925) 687-9961 or businessof-

fice@walnutcountry.com  

Senior Potluck Group pictured below. Come Join Us? 



The Crossings Managed by Common Interest Management 

 CIMS Contact Number: 925-743-3080 

Page 8 THE S IGNAL  

Friendly Internet Systems 
 
 

We make computing Easy for You! 
 

⚫ Want answers in plain English instead of confusing “PC-inglish?” 

⚫ Wonder if you should upgrade your PC or buy a new one? 

⚫ DSL/Firewall Setup, network/printer connectivity, troubleshooting? 

⚫ Small business computer network design/install/administration? 

 

Personal and friendly PC support at affordable rates! 

 
 

Web site: www.friendlyis.com 

 

(925) 288-1349   Email: friendlyis02@yahoo.com 

                                           Professional Tennis Lessons    

                                      Thor Schreck 
 

                                                              GROUP & INDIVIDUAL LESSONS 
 

                                                    Little Grippers & Gold Group  

                                                   Beginners * Intermediate * Advanced 

                                                    Basic Fundamentals to Advanced Techniques  

                                       For more information call 925-324-0285  

                                   www.thorsthundertennis.com 

LHI CONSTRUCTION 
 

Luigi Barberio, General Contractor  

       
  * Remodeling Specialist * 

 

  Kitchens / Bathrooms / Concrete  

 

                        Free Estimates    
                                 (925) 682-9941     

 

                     info@Lhiconstruction4u.com 
                     www.Lhiconstruction4u.com 

 
 

*AS SEEN ON HGTV & CURB APPEAL * 

License #570107 

 NBS Insurance Agency 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Earthquake Insurance Quotes 
Now Available Through Several Companies  

 

Agent for Cowell HOA 

 
 

TERRY SHIMAMOTO 

 

5554 Clayton Road Ste. 1-A      Phone (925) 673-1845 

Concord, CA. 94521-4198             Fax (925) 673-9549 

License # 0534428                       www.nbsagency.com  

 

E-Mail: nbsagency@sbcglobal.net 

Advertisements 
 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Contra Costa Painting  

“The County’s 
Cleanest” 

 

Locally Owned &  

Operated Since 1991 

 

(925) 676-8713 
 

www.contracostapainting.com  

 

Nelson Atkinson 

Owner 
 

Bonded & 

Insured 
 

License  

#625942 

Residential 

& 

Commercial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.nbsagency.com







